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Feadi- D.0.latter No.1535/A01/94/KSCEC dated 12.12.1995 €£ra,
the Member Secretery, Kerala State Cowmmission for
Backward Classes, Thiruvananthapuram,

R D =

The District Nzdaswara Takil
Pal akkad tw submitted a representat lon dated 17,12,1994 to
the Kerala State Commission for Backward Classes request in
that the 'Caste' "Mslakkarar" be includ=d in the 8cheduled
Castes or atleass in the Cther Backward Classes for the
purpose of employment reservatlon. It was stated in the
representation that Melakkarar, Isal, Vellalar ard :
Chavalakkaran are cné and the same that Melakkarar has heen
Included in the Othex Backward Classes 1ist only for Bducat.
Concessions, that Melakkarar and Isai Vellalar are not ssen
the Cther Backward Classes list for employment reservation,
that members of the cgmmunity are musicians who play on
Nadaswara, Talkil etc, The Cowmlsslon has asked the . .
snanthakrishna Iyer International Centre for Anthropologica:
Stwdies (AICAS), Palakkadu to undertake study on th= reguest
the Asscciation, after detalled study of the issuve the Capnt
has * submltted its report to the Coanmissiong

- The Commisslon =xasmined thae witnesses and documen
produced by the Assoc lation, the evidence tendered by the
representztlves of the Assoclation as witnesses during the
hearings as wall as the Study Report of the AICAS.

Focording to the AICAS report the Community tradi
nally engaged in playing Nadaswaram ete. consists of the
fallowing endogamous communit ies nanely, Thavalaltkaran, Qchs
Vidurarayar ard Isal Vellalar, 'Melakkaren®, ‘a tem used
generically to include a1l tiese communit ies., AFter detadtle:
examinat lon of the request of the Associatisn, the Commissic
found that the hdstory of the community regan from Tan Llnad.
The community was considered as depressec
occupation vas £fishing which was caisidei=d as los and pulin
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But after settling in Kerala they succceded in getting
higher sccial status with only limited polluting impact,
temple musiclans their social status improved. The Comnt,
is backward f£rom the educatlonal polnt of view and £or thig
reason £ inds a place in the Other Backward Classes list for,
educat ional cocessions, According-to the Commission the
“evidence in this case does not support the view that
Melgkkarar are SO backward as to deserve  reservation in
terms of Article 1% (4) of the Constitution, The Commissic;
adv ised Government under section § (1) of the Keralza State
Commission for Backward Classés 2ct, 1993 that the Me=lakkar
need not be included in the State Otherx Backward Classes 11
for reservation in public service, -

Govarnmant after due considaration of the advice o
the Commission order that the advice of the Commiszsion doow

mention=d ke accepted anmd they order esccoriinglive

By COpdeyr of the Governoxr,

M.Z . JC5EPE

PRINC 1PAL SECRETARY,

To . p .
““The Mewber-Secrstary, Kerala State Ccamission for

, Backward Classes, Thlruvanasithdpuram, Aegeraoviebl i

Flameodu I-J".':lnl.:ch_t'l.s Pedrorn, Twern:

The President, Dlstrict Kadaswara Takll Thozhilali
Assce iation, Palakkadu.

The Geneyral Administration (8C) Dep: rtmens (wide item

K. 40 dated 11.7.1996;
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