HELEVANT PROVISIONS OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION
FOR SCHEDULED CATEGORIES

PREAMBLE

WE., THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having sclemnly resolved
fo constitute India into a SCVEREIGN DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC and 1o sccure to all its citizens :

JUSTICE, social, economic and goiilical ;
LIBERTY of thought, belief, raith and worship ;

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity ; and to promote
among them all ;

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and
the unity of the Nation ;

IiN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth
day of November, 1245, do HEREBY ADOPT, EMACT
AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.

Farilil Fundamental Righis.

Art. 14 The State shall notl deny to any person equality
before the law or the equal protection of the laws
within the territory of India.

Art. 15 (1) The State shall not discriminate against any
citizen on grounds only of religion, race, casle,
sex, piace or birth or any of them,

(2) Mo citizen shall, on grounds only of religion,
race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them,
be subject to any disability, liability, restriction
or condition with regard to -

{a] access to shops, npublic restaurants, hotals
and places of public entertainment ;

or

(R the usa of wells, tanks, baihing ghats, roads
and piaces of public resort maintained wholly or
partly out of Siate funds or dedicated o the use
of the genaral public.

(3) Nothing in this aiticle shall pravent the Siate
from making any special provision for women and
children.

(#) Nothing in this article or in clause (2) of ar-

Art. 16

Art. 17

* Added by the Constitution (First Armendment) Act, 1851, s 2.

ticle 20 shall prevent the State from making any
special provisicr; for the advancament of any so-
clally and educationaly backward classes of citi-
zens or for the Scheduled Castes and the Sched-
uled Tribes.”

(1) There shall be equality of opportunity for all
cilizens In matlers relaiing 1o employment or
appointment {o anv offica under ins State.

(£) No citizen shall, en grounds only of religion,
race, casle, sex, descont, place of birth, resi-
dence or any of them, be ineligible for, or dis-
criminated against in respect of, any empioyment
or office under the Stats.

(3) Moihing in this arficles shall prevent Parlia-
ment from making any law prescribing in regard
to & class or classes of employment or appoint-
meni to an office under the Govemment of,or any
local or othar authority within, a State or Union
territory, any reguirement as to residence within
thal Siate or Union torritory prior o such en
ployment or appointmeni,

(4) Nothing in this anticte shall prevent the Staie
from making any provision forihe reservation of
appointments or pasts in favour of any backweara
class of citizens which, in the opinion ol the
State, is not adeguaiely iepresentad in the sar-
vicas under tha Sials.

(5) Mothing in this atiicle shall aliect the opera-
tion of any law which provides that ihe incum-
bent of an oifice in connection with the affairs o
any religious or denominational institution or any
member of thiz goveming body thereof shall be a
person professing a particular religion or belong-
ing to a particular dencmination.

“‘Untouchabilihy” s abolished and iis practice in
any form is forbidden. The enforcemant of any
disabllity arising cut of “Untouchability” shall be
an offence punishable in accordance with law.
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Art, 29

At 32

Part v

Art. 57

Arl. 46

Part VI

At 220

{(2) No citizen shall be deniod aomission nfa any
educational nsitiion maintained by e St
or receiving lala oot of Siate funds oo grounds
only of religion, racs, casts, lanuage oF any o
therm.

(1) The fght to move the Suprems Couit by ap-
propriate proceadings fof the anlorcament of the
righis conferred by thus Part s guarantead,

{2) The Supreme Gourt shall nave powser o -
st directions of orders orwnits, inchging writs
in the nature of halbess corpus, mgdamius, pio-
hibition, guo warranie and certioran, whiohewer
may e aporopriale, o the smomaent siany
of the righls conjamod by this Fark,

(3) Withou! prejudics 1o the powers corlerad Git
the Supremea Court by clauses (1) and (2), Par-
liamant may by law empower any other courlio
exerclse wilhin the local livnis of s junisdiclon
all orany of the powers exarcisablz by the 2u-
preme Court under clausa(2),

(4) The right guarantead by this aricle shall not
be susnendad except as otherwisa providad [0
by this Constifution,

Directive Prinnipies of Siale Policy

The provisions canftained in this Parl shall nai
be enforcaable by any coud, bul the principles
therzin laid down dre nevarihzless fundamantal
in the governancea of the country and it shiall ba
the duty of lhe Stale to apply these principlos in
inaking laws.

The state shail promeie with special care the
educational and economic inlerests ol the
weaker sactions of the people, and. in particu-
lar, of the Scheduled Castas and the Schadined
Tribes, and shal protect them frorm soclal injus.
tice and ail forms of exploitation.

The Stales

(1) Molwithstanding anything i article 82, awony
High Court shall have power, fivoughoul the e
ritorizs in relation to which il exercises juiisdios
tion, to issue to any persen or authority, nelud-
ing in appropriate cases any Govemnmant, within
thosa tarmilores direcions, orders orwirinaciuos

ing wiiis i ihe naluie of heaoaas aoros, mE

cEmus, ronibiion, quo wearranto and eariicran,
ar any of them, fosthe enforcament of aoy of the

seh oy Pant I & T sy other oo

pose,
Pat 3y Elaction

Art, 82

I

There shall be one general elecloral roll 1or every
terriorizl constitulenay for electicn lo sither House
of Parfiarment or to the House or aither House of
the Legisiatura of a Staie and no person shall be
incligible for nclusion inany such roll or clalim {o
ve included in any speclal electarsl roll for any
such constiiutency on grounds only of religion,

face, Caste, sex o amy of haen.

Fart XVl Special Provisions Helating o Ceriain
Clauses

AL 330 (1) Seats shail be raserved in the House of tha
Paople for-

(z) The Schedulad Castes;

{0} The Scheduied Tribes excapt ing Scheduled
Tribas -

{ii nihe lribal areas of Assam,
(i} in Nagaland;

(i) in Meghalaya;

vy i Arunachal Pradosiyaid
() inMizoram; and

() The Scheduled Tribes in the autoncmous dis-
tricts of Assam.

(2) The nuimber of seats reserved in any Siake o
Union farilory for the Scheduled Cagias or lhe
Scheduled Tribes under clause.

(1) shail bear, a8 nearly as may be, the samz
propodion 1o the tofai nurmber of seats allotied
to that State or Union territory in the House of
the Pecple as the population oi the Scheduied
Castes in the State or Union leritory or of the
Scheduled Tribes in the State or Union tedriiony
or part of the State or Union territory, as the case
may ba, inrespact af which seats are so resanved,
bears tothe total population of the State or Union
turiiony.
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Art, 332

Axl. 334

(3 Motwithsianding anything contained in
claise(?), tha numbar of sgais rasarved in tha
Fouse of the Peopla for Ihe Scheduled Tribes in
the aulonemous districts of Assam shall bear to
ihe tolal number of seats allotted to that State a
propodion not less than the population of the
Seheduled Tribes in the said autonomous dis-
tricts bears 1o the total population of the State.

(1} Seats shall be reserved for the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, except the
Scheduied Tribes in the tibal areas of Assam,
in Magaland and in Meghalaya, in the Legislative
Assembly of avery State.

{2} Seals shall be reserved alzo for the autono-
mous cisiricts inthe Legislative Assembly of the
Stake of Assam.

{3 Tha number of seats reserved for the Sched-
uled Castas or the Schedulad Tribes in the Leg-
islative Assambly of any Siate under clause{1)
shaill bear, as nearly as may be, the same pro-
poriion (o the total number of seals in the As-
sembly as the population of the Scheduled
Castes in the State or of the Schediled Tribesin
the Slate or pari of the Stale as Ihe case may
ba. in respect of which seats are reserved, bears
to tha fotal population of the State.

Molwithstanding anything in the foregoing provi-
sions of the Part, the provisions of this Constitu-
tion relating to-

{a) tha reservation of seats for ihe Schadulad
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in the House
oi the Feople and in the Legisiaiive Assemblies
of the: Statas; and

() the representation of the Anglo-Indian com-
munity in the House of the People and in the
Legislative Assemblies of the States by nomina-
lion shall cease to have effect on the expiration
of a periad of forty years from the commence-
ment of this Constilution :

*Originally ten years, but oxtonded for successiva len-year peiods
by the Censtituiion (Eighth Amarndment) Act. 1953; tha Constintion
(Twoenty-third Amandmant) Act, 1958; and the Constitution (Forky-

fifih Arnen

whiment) Act, 1980

Provided thet nothing in this colicke shall atffect
any repraganiation in the Hou=a of the Pecpie
or i tha Legiolatve Assambiy 0 & Blate unidl
the dissolution of tho then exdair

sembly, a8 lhe case may bo

House or As-

Art. 335 The claims of the maembers of the Seheduled

Lrastes and the Schediled Tribas shall be taken
into consideration, consisantly wilh the main-
tenance of elficiency of administralion, o the
making of appolnbments 1o services and posts
in connecion with affairs of the Linion or of &
State.

Art. 338 (1) There shall be Special Uiticariorn Dhe Schad-

uled Casies and Hohadied Tobss o be ap
pointed by the Prasident.

{2} 11 shall be the duly of he Zpecial Uificerto
investigate all imations elabing Lo the saleguaids
provided for the Scheduled Uasies and Sched-
uled Tribes under this Constilulionandreport ta
tha Prasiden upon the working of thoso safa-
guards at such inlervals as Hhe President may
direct, and the President shall clause aill such
reports to ba laid belore each Howse of Farlia-
gL

(3) In this aricle micrences o he Schoduted
Castes and Scheduled Tribes shall be construad
as including relerencs to such othar hackwar
clagses ag the Frasident may, on receipt of he
report ot a Comimnissicn appuinted under clanlsa
(1) of article 340, by order specily and also 1o
the Anglo-indian community,

Art. 339 (1) The Presigsni may al any fime and snq, al

the expiration of fen years from the commenta-
rent of this Constilution by order appomt a Gorm-
migsion o mport on the adminisiration of the
Seheduled Areas and the watlare of tho Bched-
uled Tribos inthe Siates.

The ardar may daling e composiion, powers
and procedure of the Cormmission and may con-
tain such incidanta) o anciliany provisions asthe
Prasident may consider nocossany of cesirabla.
(2) The executive power of the Union shall ax-

tend to the giving of direations (o a Slale a8 to
ihe drawing up and excouion of sghames speoci
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fied in the direction io be assential forthe welfare of the
Scheduled Tribes in the State.

Art. 340 (1) The President may by order appoint a Corne
mission consisting of such persons as he thinks
fit to investigate tha conditions ot socially and
educationally backward ciasses within the terri-
lory of India and the difficulties under which they
labour and to make recomreandations as to the
steps that should ke taken by the Union or any
State to remove such difficulties and to improve
their condition and as to the grants that should
be made for the purpose by the Union or any
State and the conditicns subject to which such
grants should be made, and the order appointing
such Commission shall define the procedure to
be followed by the Commisgsion.

(2) A Commissicn sc appointed shallinvestigate
the matters referrad to them and present to the
President a repori sefting out the facts as found
hy them and making such recommendations as
they think proper.

(3) The President shall cause a copy of the ra-
port so presented together with a memorandum
explaining the action taken thereon to be laid
before each House of Parliament.

Art. 341 (1) The President may respect to any State or
Union territory, and where it is a State after con-
sultation wilh the Governor thereof, by public
nofification, speciiy the castes, races or tribes
or parts of or groups within castes, races oriribes
which shall forthe purposes of this Canstitution
be deemed to be Scheduled Castes in relation
to that State or Union territory, as the case may
be.

(2) Parliament may by law inciude in or exclude

Arl. 342

Pari XIX

At 366

irom the list of Scheduled Castes soecified in a
nolilication issued under clause (1) any cesie,
iace or ribe or part of or group winin any caste,
vace of tribe, bui save as aforgzain @ nodification
issued undar the said clause shali not be varied
by any subsaguent notitication,

(1) The President may with respect 1o any Siate
o Union territory, and where i is 2 Siale, alter
consuliation with tha Governor thereo!, by public
nctification, specity the tribas or tribal contmuni-
lies or parte of ar groups within tribes or ribal
communities which shali forthe purposes of this
Constiiution be deemsad to ne Scheduled Tribes
irn relation to that State or Union territory, as the
case may be.

{2} Parilameni may by law include in oy cxclude
front the list of Scheduled Tribes specilied ina
notification issuad under clause(1) any tribe or
tribal community or gart of or group within any
tribe or tribal cornmiinity or part of or group within
any tribe or tribal community, but save as afore-
said a notification Issued undsr the said clausa
shall not be vared by any subseguent nolifica-
tion.

iiscellaneass
[ Definitions)

(24) "Scheduled Castas” maans silch casies,
races or Libes or parts of or grougs within such
casies, races of tribes as are desmed under ar
ticle 341 to be Scheduled Castes for the pur-
posas of ihis Constilution.

(25 “Scheduled Tripes” means such tribes
of tribal communilies or pars of or groups within
such tribes or tribal communities as are deemad
under article 342 to be Scheduled Tribes forthe
purposes of this Constitution.
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