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78™ INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS IN TRIBAL HAMLETS OF THE STATE OF KERALA

NZNADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV
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Anavai is the largest hamlet of the PVTG Kurumbar community
of the State with 95 households. The Independence Day
celebration held at the hamlet witnessed an esteemed
presence of around 200 ftribal people of the hamlet. As part
of the event the common ground, which is surrounded by the
households, is decorated with tri colour balloons and papers
and the National flag was raised at all households of the
community by the members of each family at 8.50 a.m. After
~ that, the national flag was hoisted jointly by the

/ ' Oorumooppan  (Head of the  settlement),

= Manoorkaran (social expert) and Sri. Rajesh
Vaidyar, a tribal healer, who hails from the same
community at 9 a.m. After the flag hoisting they

I addressed their fellow people and shared their

- thoughts about the importance of national freedom
struggle. Sri. Manjan, Oorumooppan; Sri Nanjan,

- Manoorkaran; Sri. Rajesh Vaidyar, Smt. Rangi, an

artist; Smt. Radha, traditional agricultural expert;

Sri. Rangan, traditional musician and Sri. Raju, Tribal Promoter
were also honoured as part of the event. Traditional dance
form of the community Malaiaatu, with the background of the
music of davil and parae musical instruments were also
performed after a light refreshment arranged by the TRI.
Forest Range Officer Sri. Ganesh also attended the event. Dr.
Pradeep Kumar K.S, Deputy Director (Training), Mr. Sujikumar,
Finance Officer, Mr. Gulsan, Junior Superintendent, Mr.
Nelson, Curator, and Sri. Manu, Driver participated in the
event from the part of the TRI. Mr Nelson T, Curator, extended

Anavai Hamlet
Palakkad District
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Pulimunda & Chembumkolli
Malappuram District

vote of thanks to the participants. The celebration concluded
by 12 noon.

As per MoTA's instructions, earlier, TRI Kerala (KIRTADS) planned
the event at Alakkal, a major hamlet of PVTG Cholanaickan
community of the State. Unfortunately, due to heavy rain and
landslides, around 36 families of the hamlet were shifted to a
relief camp and the venue of the event had to be
= gii shifted to  Pulimunda and Chembumkolli  of
.5 3] Cholanaickan and Kattunayakan PVTG communities
1 J timely. The national flag was hoisted at Pulimunda at
_ ™3 09.00 am by Hamlet Head Shri. Mathan. After the flag
% hoisting, community members were honoured for their
s+, contributions. The department honoured five persons;
hamlet head Mr. Mathen; Mr. Ketan, Forest Watchman;
Smt. Kumari, an artisan; Mr. Sukumaran for
: Educational Achievement in  Higher Secondary
= Examination, and Kum. Shobha, for educational
* achievement in secondary school examination.
National flag was also hoisted in 15 houses as part of
Har Ghar Tiranga in Pulimunda Hamlet and 20 houses

in Chembumkolli Hamlet.

After a meeting and short speech by the department staff
(Smt.  Vishnu Priya, Research Officer-Anthropology, Smt.
Reshmiprabha U.P, Cartographer, Sri. Muhammed Sinan,
Confidential Assistant, Sri. Shylesh, Project Assistant, Sri.
Rajesh, Driver, and Sri. Athul Aji and Sri. Majo S, Interns) and
community members, the celebration concluded with tea and
refreshments. About 150 community members belonging to
Cholanaikan and Kattunaikan communities participated in the
programme. The celebration ended by 11.45 a.m.

The 78" Independence Day was celebrated in the MRS

Chalakkudy, Thrissur, Kerala in a befitting manner. As part of

the event Vellikulangara Police Station Sub-Inspector Mr.

Krishnan, and ethnic healer and artist Smt. Chandrika were
honoured. Independence Day message
was also given to the students. Deputy
Director (Anthropology) Mr. Subash V.S.
attended the event from the part of the
TRI, Kerala.
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Puthu Veedu Nagar
Wayanad District
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KIRTADS, in collaboration with the Scheduled Tribe
Department celebrated the 78th Independence day in
Puthuveedu Nagar, Sulthan Bathery Municipality, Wayanad
district among the Kattunayakan Tribe (Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Group) of the State. The flag hoisting ceremony at 25
households of the hamlet was started with a silent prayer
commemorating the deceased people of Wayanad, who were
victims of the recent natural disaster on 29 and 30th July
2024 happened in the district. Then the Tricolour flag was
hoisted by Sri.Tom Jose, Educational Standing Committee
Chairman of Sulthan Bathery Municipality in the hamlet.

After the flag hoisting, a programme was conducted in the
Reading Room of the habitat. The welcome speech was
delivered by Sri. Jeevan Kumar, Research Officer, KIRTADS. He
79y recalled the Central Ministry's Azadi Ka Amrit
| 4 Mahotsav and its major 5 themes- Freedom Struggle,
ldeas at 75, Resolve at 75, Action at 75 and
Achievements at 75. He also mentioned about the
ongoing project of building a museum in honour of
the Tribal freedom fighters in Wayanad district which
will in turn result in the development of the district,
state and nation. Special references were given on
PP the importance of recognizing and preserving
%" Indigenous knowledge. He also focussed on the
®  motto of 78th Independence day-Vikasit Bharat-2047
and the role of each and every member of the
Kattunayakan — community for the sustainable

¥y development of the country.

The programme was presided by Smt. Priya Vinod,

Ward Councillor, Sulthan Bathery Municipality,

Wayanad. She opined that such an intervention has

honoured the community members and have given
them an opportunity to share their views and opinions. Smt.
Sali Poulose delivered the inaugural speech, discussing the
importance of the auspicious day. She stressed on Education
of the community members which will pay way for ftribal
development

Keynote address was delivered by Sri. Tom Jose, who spoke on
the dropout issues and importance of education. He
congratulated the two individuals who were selected as Civil
Police officers from the hamlet. Issues regarding gutkha,
panparag (intoxicating substances) were also part of the key
note address. Sri. Majeed.M, TDO, Sulthan Bathery conveyed
his greetings and stressed the importance of education for
the betterment of society.
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Mavinakatte Nagar
Kasaragod District
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In the programme, dignitaries from the unnathi (hamlet),
Chieftain of the Tribe Sri. Bomman and SriKullan (unnathi
mooppan) were honoured. Smt.Sangeetha, Woman Civil
Police Offcier, who secured job in Police department was
honoured. Kumari Priya for scoring high marks in plus two
examination was also honoured and congratulated for her
achievements. Smt. Shyni, TEO, Sulthan Bathery delivered vote
of thanks. Feedback from the community members were also
taken during the programme. Mr. Jeevan Kumar, Research
Officer, Mr. Anand A, and Kumari. Anumol K.S, Project
Assistants participated in the event from the part of the TRI.

Koraga is the only PVTG in the district, who inhabit the
Kasaragod and Manjeshwar taluks predominantly. For the
programme, Mavinakatte hamlet was selected, which is
located near Kumbla. A school namely Welfare school is
located near the hamlet, a community learning centre namely
samoohya pathana muri is also part of this hamlet.

Total 24 households are in the hamlet, and students from this
hamlet depend on schools in Kumbla and
Neerchal for their studies. Two students

attend the nearby Welfare school. As

part of the programme, KIRTADS staff (Dr

Shashi Kumar SK, Research Assistant-

i{ Anthropology, Kum. Reshma Raju-Project

Il! Fellow, Kum.Jayasurya-Project Fellow)

B visited the househols along with the

i hamlet chief. The programme was to visit

: the households of the hamlet as part of

“= the Har Ghar Tiranga as well as to

_ extend a token of honour to achievers

~ from the community, and the hamlet

Chief. Dr. Shashi Kumar adressed the

gathering speaking about the programme and the campaign.

The National Flag was hoisted in the morning by the Hamlet
Chief in the presence of the Member, Kumbla Grama
Panchayath, under which the hamlet comes. The flags to each
household were supplied by the TRI staff following the flag
hoisting. The guests of honour, Sri Sanjiva Pulkuru, Sri Ballu
Boddodi were also present of the occasion along with Smt.
Niveditha, who is the Facilitator of the community learning
centre in the hamlet.

Sri Anil Kumar S, the Member of Grama Panchayat attended
the ceremony and delivered his felicitation in the gathering.
The following guests were honoured on the occasion.
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1. Sri. Sanjiva Pulkur is eminent Social Activist belonging to the
community, is part of various activities among the community
members. His role as an active promotor of all social, cultural,
art and educational activities of the community members in
the district is acknowledged by the community members. He
has been an active attendees of various activities of KIRTADS
on various topics.

2. Sri. Ballu Boddodi is the elder licensee undertaking
Contract Works of the PWD of the State. Basket making is the
traditional occupation of the community to a greater extent.
There are very few individuals engaged in occupations that
are undertaken by the non-tribes. The activities involving
financial element is extremely rare to see among the
community members in the area. Having continued the
endeavour for a considerable period makes his character
ideal and model for rest of the community members.

3. Sri. Rama Mavinakatte is the Hamlet Chief. Role of the
elders of the community in assisting the state agencies in
successful delivery of service needs to be encouraged for the
cohesion of community. The role of the hamlet chief was
acknowledged as part of promoting the younger generation
to take lead roles in community based activities.

The arrangement for the programme was made with the help
of the Hamlet chief, the Tribal Facilitator and the Tribal
promoter as per the instructions of the Tribal Development
Officer Kasaragod and Tribal Extension Officer, Enmakaje.

The community learning centre in the hamlet was used for the
gathering on the occasion. The community members actively
participated in all the activities on the event and preparatory
works on the previous day. Kum. Reshma Raju delivered the
vote of thanks. The events came to end with singing of
national anthem by all.
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Tribal Development Office, Ranni, Pathanamthitta District
Tribal Development Office, Ranni conducted the celebration at
Kurumbarmuzhi unnati, Adichipuzha unnati and Kizhakekara
' ‘unnati with the active participation of the tribal
“% community members. A procession was also
4 ™ conducted at the Kizhakekara unnati with
' \some children dressed as Bharathamba and

: X EGondhljl.

"I;-jQuiz, reading and painting competitions
%2 were also conducted in the unnati as part of
the event. Sri Pramod Narayanan, Hon'ble MLA
also attended the celebrations at the Adichipuzha

unnati.

-
-_—
4

. |
|

Integrated Tribal Development Project (ITDP) Office, Idukki,
Idukki District

ITDP, Idukki celebrated the Independence Day at the Pre-Metric
Hostel, Kodalipara with Sri. Raman Raja Mannan, the supreme
leader of the Mannan tribal community, as chief guest. He
hoisted the National Flag and addressed the students.

Pullur Periya Grama Panchayat, Kasaragod District.

The National Flag was hoisted at the Sammushya Padanamuri
(Community Learning Centers), hamlet of Edamunda unnati
(hamlet). Independence Day Quizwas also conducted for the
Lower Primary and Upper Primary student in the evening.

Ajanur Grama Panchayat, Kasaragod District.
The Independence Day was celebrated at the Vellamthatta
unnati with the participation of students and elders from the
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tribal communities by hoisting the National Flag at 8.30 a.m.
Tribal Promoter Jesna and Facilitator Gopika addressed the
gathering.

Nanmanda Grama Panchayat, Kozhikode District.

The National Flag hoisting at households and other celebration
were conducted at the Muppattikunnu unnati of the Nanmanda
Grama Panchayat with the active participation of Karimpalan
tribal community members Unnathi moopan Sri. Balan, Tribal
Extension Officer Sri. Saleesh, and Tribal Promoter Ms. Sikha.

Tribal Development Office, Chalakkudy, Thrissur District
Various unnatis (hamlets), Hostel, Samuhya Padanamuri
(Community Learning Centres) coming under the Tribal
Development Office, Chalakkudy celebrated the Independence
Day by hoisting the National Flag and distributing sweets.

Tribal Development Office, Adimali, Idukki District
Celebrated the
Independence Day at
Karimutty unnati, and
Komalikudi  unnati by

hoisting the National

Flag. District Panchayat

Member Sri. Rajendran =

was the Chief Guest at

the Komalikudi unnati

and he addressed the
gathering by recalling

the memories of the
freedom struggle.
Assistant Tribal
Development  Officer ¢
Sri.Kanthaswami "
addressed the THE
gathering at  the ‘QMY
Karimutty unnati.
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ryankavu Grama Panchayat, Kollam district.
Unnati moopan Sri. Rajendran hoisted the National Flag at the
Community Learning Center, Achankovil and addressed the
gathering. Various programs with the active participation of
children were also conducted as part of the event.

Besides the above events, various programs including National
Flag hoisting and independence day address were organized in
all the Model Residential Schools, Pre-metric and Post-Metric
Hostels, and Community Learning Centers and Anganwadies in
arious unnatis under the initiative of the Scheduled Tribes
Development Department.
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